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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing anrJWor table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 

1 . S The following document has not been furnished: 

H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43fc/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43&/S.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

0 claims Nos. 21-23 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

0 no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 21-23 

□ the nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide andbr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



because: 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 435/5.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novefty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18,20 




No: 


Claims 


19 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18,20 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects In the International application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Section HI. 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims 21 -23 contains 
references to the description and drawings. 

Section V. 

1 . The closest prior art is represented by document WOA-01 /28887 (=D1 ) which 
discloses a fixation device from which independent claim 1 differs in that the 
device has a pre-usage state, i.e. the so called manufactured state, where the ring 
has an endless extending part and a weakened zone where the weakened zone is 
intended to be the portion where the ring is split before use. 

1.1 A product by process as defined in claim 1 is not derivable from the available prior 
art since no document discloses such a weakened zone adapted to be split, 
Article 33(2)-(3) PCT. 

1 .2 Claims 2 to 1 8 define preferred embodiment of the device of claim 1 . 

1 .3 Claim 19 does not define a weakened zone to be split. The ring disclosed in D1 
has to be split in one way or the other although no method of performing the split 
is disclosed. 

However, the present wording of claim 19 is therefor regarded not novel over the 
teaching of D1 contrary to the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1 .4 A combination of claims 1 9 and 20 would however fulfil the requirements of Article 
33(2)-(3) PCT. 

2. Therefore, claims 1 -18 and 20 do fulfil the requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT 
and claim 19 does not fulfill the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Sectjpn VII, 

1 . Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT. 
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2. The incorporations by reference throughout the application is not in conformity 
with PCT Guidelines chapter 11-4.17. 

3. The vague and imprecise statement in the description on page 1 6 (mid-page) til 
the end on page 17 implies that the subject-matter for which protection is sought 
may be different to that defined by the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity 
(Article 6 PCT) when used to interpret them (see also the PCT Guidelines, III- 
4.3a). 
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